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“Why Siberia?  What was it that
brought you to this faraway
land?”  I’ve been asked this
question many times.  I will
attempt an answer as I describe
my journey to Khakassia to play
music and spend 10-days with a
Siberian shaman accompanied by
David L. Brown, filmmaker of
Keeper of the Beat.

The photo (top right) of a
shaman and his drum is what
first caught my attention and
began to pull me to Siberia
twenty years ago.
Synchronistically, a musician
friend, Lucia Comnes, showed me
a drum that she had brought
back from her travels to
Khakassia two years earlier.
When I realized she had the
exact same drum as the shaman in
the photo, I said, “I must go to
this place!”

She made arrangements for us
to perform at a festival in
Abakan, , to meet the Siberian
shaman drum maker , Sergey
Charkov, and then to spend time
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Fools Gold Takes to

the Stage at Festival
Fools Gold, a band of musicians
blending many musical style,
consists of Lucia Comnes
(vocals and violin), Bram
Kincheloe (vocals, guitar,
drums), Susanne di Vincenzo
(bass, cello) and Barbara
Borden (drums, vocals)
performed at the Tchir Tchayan
Eco-Ethnological Puppet
Theatre and Music Festival in
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with Siberian shaman Tatiana
Kobezhikova.  When I met Tatiana,
she felt like a sisters.

As I explored this beautiful and
spacious land, I found parts of
myself I didn’t even know were
missing. I had no idea I would feel
so at home in a foreign country
half way around the world. I
felt embraced by the land,
welcomed by the people and
nourished by the food, beauty
and customs of Khakassia - a
small Russian Republic close to
Mongolia and Tuva in South
Central Siberia.

even though my parents were
born in the Ukraine and even
though I do not speak or under-
stand Russian, I feel totally
connected to all that I
experienced and hope to return.

Abakan, Khakassia. They took to
the stage on July 5, 2008 to
perform ethnic songs (including
two in Russian), original folk-
rock compositions written by
Bram and Borden’s own brand of
rap, blues and rock songs.
Susanne added her beautiful
cello stylings and rock-solid
bass playing to keep the groove
going.  Language didn’t seem to
be a barrier for the enthusiastic
audience who was on their feet
with a standing ovation.
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